Ontogenetic aspects of immune-complex trapping in the spleen and popliteal lymph nodes of the rat.
An ontogenetic approach was used to obtain information about the relation between structure and function of lymphoid tissues. In particular the development of the capacity to trap immune complexes was studied in relation to the development of the lymphoid compartments. For this purpose isologous horseradish (HRP)-ant-HRP complexes were injected into neonatal rats, and their fate was studied in the spleen and popliteal lymph nodes. Immune-complex trapping occurred as soon as primary follicles could be recognized; without follicles no trapping was observed. Several explanations for this simultaneous development of trapping capacity and follicular structure are discussed.